I. Mladjov, Page 1/3 


SELEUCID KINGS (SELEUKIDAI) 


At the conference of Triparadeisos in 321, the generals of the Macedonian Empire assigned the satrapy of 
Babylonia to the former khiliarkhos Seleukos, son of Antiokhos. Seleukos was ejected from his satrapy in 315 — 
312. by Antigonos Monophthalmos, but recovered his possessions in 312. In 306 Seleukos I proclaimed himself 
king (basileus) alongside the other Macedonian governors, but dated his accession from 312, which marks the 
start of the Seleucid Era. Asserting at least nominal control over most of Alexandras Ill’s eastern conquests 
(Persia, Media, Bactria, etc), Seleukos controlled the single largest fragment of the Macedonian Empire. The 
Seleucids were the most prolific founders of cities in the Hellenistic period and their Syrian capital Antioch 
(Antiokheia) survived the dynasty as one of the major commercial and administrative centers of the 
Mediterranean. After the battle of Ipsos (301), Seleukos conquered northern Syria and southeastern Anatolia. 
Defeating Lysimakhos at Koroupaidion (281), Seleukos added western Anatolia and, temporarily, parts of 
Thrace and Macedon. In the west the Seleucid kings came into conflict with the small kingdom of Pergamon 
over Anatolia and with the Ptolemaic kingdom over Syria and Palestine. The preoccupation in the west allowed 
the relatively easy secession of Parthia and Bactria in the east. Antiokhos III and his son Antiokhos IV asserted 
themselves in the east and west, but incurred the opposition of the Roman Republic, which intervened on the 
side of Pergamon and Egypt. The Roman victory at Magnesia (190) and the peace of Apameia (188) forced the 
Seleucids to abandon western Anatolia, and to pay heavy war indemnities. A brief reassertion of Seleucid power 
under Antiokhos IV saw the Seleucids on the brink of conquering Ptolemaic Egypt, but they were forced to 
withdraw by a Roman diplomatic intervention. After the death of Antiokhos IV the kingdom experienced a 
succession of dynastic struggles. Taking advantage of this situation, the Arsacids of Parthia invaded Persia, 
Media, and Mesopotamia and conquered these regions after major victories over the Seleucids in 139 and 129. 
For the remainder of its existence, the Seleucid dynasty was crippled by the ongoing strife between the 
descendants ofDemetrios I, with various cities and communities (e.g., the Jews) attaining autonomy. In about 
73—69 king Tigranes II of Armenia asserted himself as ruler over most of the diminished kingdom, and soon 
after his expulsion by the Romans, the kingdom was annexed by the Roman Republic in 64. Except for the 
nominal cession of Syria to one of the sons of Marcus Antonius and Kleopatra VII in 34—30 BC and several 
Sasanid occupations between AD 253 and 628, Syria remained a Roman province until it was conquered by the 
Islamic caliphate in 634—640. 

In the list below dates (after 301) refer to possession of Antioch on the Orontes. 


306—281 

281—261 

261—246 
246—226 

226—223 
223 — 187 


187-175 

175-164 


Seleucids in Babylon and Seleukeia, then Antioch (Antiokheia) 

Seleukos I Nikator ... son of Antiokhos; khiliarkhos 323; strategos of Babylonia 321—316 and 
since 312 1 ; basileus 3 06 

Antiokhos I Soter ... son of Seleukos I; associated 292 
+ Seleukos ... son of Antiokhos I; associated 280—267 
Antiokhos II Theos ... son of Antiokhos I; associated 266 
Seleukos II Kallinikos, Pogon ... son of Antiokhos II 

— Antiokhos, Hierax ... son of Antiokhos II; rival in Anatolia 241—229, died 227 
Seleukos III 1 Soter, Keraunos ... son of Seleukos II 

Antiokhos III Megas ... son of Seleukos II 

— Molon ... strategos of Media; rival 222—220 

— Akhaios ... son of Andromakhos; rival in Anatolia 221—213 
+ Antiokhos ... son of Antiokhos III; associated 210—193 
Seleukos IV Philopator ... son of Antiokhos III; associated 192 
Antiokhos IV 5 Epiphanes Nikephoros ... son of Antiokhos III 
+ Antiokhos ... son of Seleukos IV; associated 175 —170 


1 From which date he counted his regnal years as king of Babylonia, the start of the Seleukid Era. 
1 Originally named Alexandros. 

5 Originally named Mithradates. 
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164—161 
161—I 50 

ISO-147 

147-145 

145 

145-144 
144-141 
141—138 
138 — 119 
119 — 118 
118 — 113 

113 —III 
& 113 — 11 3 

113 

113—110 

I 10—109 
IO9-97 
97-96 
96-94 
94-93 
93 
& 93 
93-88 
88 
88-75 


75-73 
& 75-73 
73-69 


Antiokhos V Eupator ... son of Antiokhos IV; associated 165 
Demetrios I Soter ... son of Seleukos IV 

— Timarkhos ... strategos ofMedia; rival 161—160 

Alexandras I Theopator Euergetes, 4 5 Balas ... bastard son of Antiokhos IV; expelled, rival 
147-145 

Demetrios II Nikators ... son of Demetrios I; expelled, rival 145 

Ptolemaios I (VI) Philometor ... son of Ptolemaios V of Egypt by Kleopatra I, daughter of 
Antiokhos III; abdicated; Egypt 180—164 and 163 — 145 
Demetrios II Nikator ... restored; expelled, rival 144—139; deposed 
Antiokhos VI Epiphanes Dionysos ... son of Alexandras I; rival since 145 
Tryphon 6 Autokrator ... former guardian of Antiokhos VI 

Antiokhos VII Soter Euergetes Kallinikos, Sidetes ... son of Demetrios I; rival since 139 
Demetrios II Nikator ... restored; expelled, rival 118—116 

Alexandros II Epiphanes Nikephoros, Zakinas ... pretended son of Alexandras I; son of 
Protarkhos; expelled, rival 113 —111 

— Seleukos V 7 ... son of Demetrios II and Kleopatra I; rival 116 

Kleopatra I Thea Eueteria ... widow of Demetrios II; daughter of Ptolemaios I; rival since 116 
Antiokhos VIII Epiphanes Philometor Kallinikos, Grypos ... son of Demetrios II and 
Kleopatra I; associated with mother 116; expelled, rival 113 
Antiokhos IX Eusebes Philopator, Kyzikenos ... son of Antiokhos VII and Kleopatra I; 
expelled, rival 113 —110 

Antiokhos VIII Epiphanes Philometor Kallinikos, Grypos ... restored; expelled, rival 113 — 110 

Antiokhos IX Eusebes Philopator, Kyzikenos ... restored; expelled, rival 109—97 

Antiokhos VIII Epiphanes Philometor Kallinikos, Grypos ... restored 

Antiokhos IX Eusebes Philopator, Kyzikenos ... restored 

Seleukos VI Epiphanes Nikator ... son of Antiokhos VIII; rival since 97 

Antiokhos X Eusebes Philopator ... son of Antiokhos IX; expelled, rival 93 

Antiokhos XI Epiphanes Philadelphos ... son of Antiokhos VIII; rival since 94 

Philippos I Epiphanes Philadelphos ... son of Antiokhos VIII; expelled, rival 93—88 

Antiokhos X Eusebes Philopator ... restored 

Demetrios III Philopator Soter, 8 Eukairos ... son of Antiokhos VIII; rival since 97; deposed 
Philippos I Epiphanes Philadelphos ... restored 

— Antiokhos XII Dionysos Epiphanes Philopator Kallinikos ... son of Antiokhos VIII; rival 

88-84 

Kleopatra II Selene ... widow of Antiokhos X; daughter of Ptolemaios VII of Egypt; rival since 
84?; expelled, rival 73—69 

Antiokhos XIII Philadelphos, 9 Asiatikos ... son of Antiokhos X and Kleopatra II; associated 
with mother since 84?; expelled, rival 73—69 
Tigranes (II) ... son ofTigranes I of Armenia; Armenia 95 — 55; deposed 


4 Sometimes titled Eupator and Epiphanes Nikephoros. 

5 Originally titled Philadelphos Nikator during his first reigns (to 139). 

6 Originally named Diodotos. 

7 Perhaps titled Nikator. 

8 Sometimes titled Philometor Euergetes Kallinikos. 

9 Originally titled Philometor in joint rule with mother; his brother Seleukos (VII) may have reigned with them, 
as suggested by references to two sons of Antiokhos X being recognized as kings of Syria by Rome and by 
Antiokhos XIII’s later title Philadelphos. Seleukos (VII) married Kleopatra VI Berenike of Egypt and died in 57 
or 56. 
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69—67 Antiokhos XIII Philadelphos, Asiatikos ... restored; expelled, rival 67—65 
67—65 Philippos II Philoromaios, Barypous ... son of Philippos II; deposed, died 56: 

65—64 Antiokhos XIII Philadelphos, Asiatikos ... restored; deposed, died 64 

(Roman province of Syria 64*) 

* Nominal Ptolemaic rule under Roman auspices 

(34—30 Ptolemaios II Philadelphos ... son of Kleopatra VII of Egypt by Marcus Antonius; deposed) 


NOTE: The chronology for the last 60 years of Seleucid rule follows O.D. Hoover, “Revised Chronology for the 
Late Seleucids at Antioch (111/0—64 BC),” Historia 56:3 (1007), 280-301. 



